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Phosphate fiascoes 
Hillsborough plant's problems shown^edftfTTtmiprehensive study 

Florida's biggest environmental embarrassment of the moment - a barge hurriedlv 

As the Tampa Tribune has reported in recent weeks high levels of ar^enir r.H^-
chromium, lead and other carcinogens have been f o i i S the pl^nt ' ' ™ ™ ' 

?revpm "^""''"' 'J"?' ' '^'"^ ' " " ^ °^ '^^ ^'^^ ^ "̂̂ ^^^ ^̂ ^ disease Control and 
Prevention, are checking into reports that residents around the plant suffer from a hi.h 

e t f a r d T h e s S ? ; ' o f r " ^ ^ ^ tested, and the Shenff s Office is investigating claims by several former Coronet 

employees that they were instructed by the superiors toLnceal p Z L p X n i s . 

Last week. Plant City officials sharply criticized the Florida Department of 

The plant's history wairants greater attention from state and federal officials who .„ f„ 
have resisted calls for a comprehensive study of the effects of 'hTent^^ Hor i l 
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It's far past time for a fresh look, especially now thatthe industry is preparing to expand 
its mining operations in Southwest Florida — and send yet more phosphate to processing 
plants like Coronet. 

How many more embarcassments is it going to take before officiais in Tallahassee and 
Washington act? 


